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Diamond Glen: Historic 
Hub of Industry 
Preserved as Open Space
By Dr. Charles Leach

Diamond Glen, a steep gash in the 
traprock ridge east of Farmington 

Village, was the site of the town’s earliest 
mills.  The ridge is full of water, with a high 
water table and rivulets cascading into the 
valley below.  One of its waterways, called by 
the first settlers Saw Mill Brook or Fulling 
Mill Brook, powered various mills over the 
years.  
 Operating mills required a reliable 
supply of hydropower, and water from a mill 
pond, channelled into a narrow flume to 
an undershot wheel, provided it. In what 
is now called Diamond Glen Brook, there 
are remains of two mostly intact mill dams, 
a wheel pit and remnants suggestive of a 
foundation.  Remains of a third dam can 
be seen just above the gristmill foundation 
remnants, and it is likely that another 
millrace led down from its pond to a fulling 
mill below.  The dates and nature of the 
various mills in the Glen are a matter of 
speculation, but it is believed that the lowest 
mill was built about 1790.   

Farmington’s Milling Dynasty 
The first millers to build and operate a mill 
in Diamond Glen were the Brownsons — 
John and Richard. Like many Puritans, 
the brothers came from Essex, England. 
They probably crossed the Atlantic on the 
“Defence” and arrived in 1636. John 
Brownson’s status grew with his participation 
in the Pequot war of 1637; he was granted 
land, prospered and later owned many 
parcels in Hartford and adjacent towns. 

FLT Views
The only way to improve upon a walk in the woods is to end it at a special destination. For 
me, that means a view. Because while strolling underneath the canopy of a mixed woodland or 
across an open field may seem reward enough in itself, there’s nothing that makes one feel so 
accomplished as arriving at a dramatic overlook where a fair prospect awaits. 
 Hard to say how long it has been since people actually appreciated landscape scenery 
for its own sake. For most of human existence, the great vistas were simply a background 
against which life was lived. Asian artists have painted landscapes for millennia, but in the 
west, landscapes were primarily used as the background of a portrait or the setting for some 
allegorical scene. Artists began to seek landscapes as subject matter to a much greater degree 
starting about two centuries ago, and with the rise of the Hudson River School (one of whose 
foremost practitioners was Hartford’s Frederic Church), the beauty and majesty of landscapes 
were much more widely celebrated.
 Today, the beauty of landscape, and in particular expansive views, are a common subject 
for all kinds of artists. And I think most of us recognize the singular appeal of a natural vista. 
From an advantageous perch overlooking a vast domain of hills, valleys, lakes and river, a 
viewer finds deep appreciation of the scene, and when amplified by scudding clouds, rippling 
wind, and the sunlight slanting across the scene, viewing a landscape can be among the most 
powerful and transporting of aesthetic experiences. So, they are well worth seeking out. 

(continued on page 3)(continued on page 4)

Views are abundant on the Land Trust’s properties. From the top of the Rattlesnake Cliffs, 
a panoramic view makes the walking and scrambling worthwhile.
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Sharing the Responsibility of Stewardship

 Many of you attended our Annual Meeting in April and 
were treated to an engaging presentation by Dr. Charles Leach: 
“Diamond Glen: Its Mills and Millers”, recounting the importance 
of the mills on Diamond Glen. If you weren’t there, read about 
the Glen in this issue of the Steward. Last year, Connecticut Water 
Company came to us with an offer to sell the “Little Reservoir” on 
the upper portion of Diamond Glen, which was likely the millpond 
for the first mills on that site. Of course we were interested in 
preserving this historic site. This would represent the first property 
the FLT acquired by outright purchase; all of our other properties 
have been gifts by generous donors. Still, we were eager to move 
forward. 
 During negotiations, CWC suggested that they would like 
to include the adjacent property at the corner of Reservoir Road 
and Diamond Glen, where a small red brick building stands. It is 
this property which caused a prior transaction 
between CWC and the Town to fail several 
years earlier. Under ground lies Farmington’s 
first large water tank, now abandoned, which 
was built by the Farmington Water Company 
in 1932 and which covers much of the 1/4-acre 
parcel. It was the critical element which caused 
negotiations between the Town and CWC to 
falter. However, the CWC was now willing 
to demolish the tank and structure to our 
specifications, and so, we proceeded to sign a 
purchase and sale agreement for both parcels 
with closing scheduled for this summer.

The Farmington Land Trust
The Canal House
128 Garden Street
Farmington, CT 06032

Office Hours: 
M, T, Th 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Phone: 860.674.8545

 Next came an 
interesting revelation 
and an example, 
made current, of how 
preserving our natural 
legacy has been important to the citizens of Farmington over time. 
 In the early 1930s, construction of a “Farmington Cutoff” 
was under consideration. Numerous residents had petitioned the 
State to do something about the traffic on Route 10, then known 
as “College Highway”. The state of Connecticut’s plans called for 
the cutoff, now Route 6 over Rattlesnake Mountain, to traverse 
Hill-Stead property, follow Reservoir Road and come down through 
Diamond Glen connecting to Main Street south of the village. You 
can read more about the resulting legal battle in Dr. Charles Leach’s 
Diamond Glen story. Before the proposal was defeated, however, a 

portion of the Little Reservoir was sold to the State. 
To everyone’s surprise, our exercise of due diligence 
in title search and surveying uncovered that the 
State still owns a significant portion of the Little 
Reservoir, and not CWC. The transaction is now on 
hold until clear title to the property can be obtained 
by the water company.
 Seeing the deed of sale to the State more 
forcefully demonstrated how much we owe to 
those who fought to preserve the Glen and how it 
is incumbent upon us to accept our responsibility 
to save this wonderful natural endowment we all 

share here at the bend in the little river which we call Farmington.
 Thanks to generous donors, our “Adopt-a-Parcel” program 
has been a great success. It has enabled us to fund many of the 
stewardship goals for our properties this year. 
 With the increased funding, we are installing new signage on 
our properties. Some, particularly the Canal Aqueduct Parcels, site 
of the Henry Mason Trail, and the recently inaugurated Mountain 
Spring Nature Trail are open to the public. There, signage is 
important both to enhance the experience of those visiting, but also 
to establish guidelines of use. The Canal Aqueduct Parcels, along 
the river, are an inviting spot to set up camp, as one admirer did last 
year. However, camping at the site is not permitted.
 Marking a trail along the Clatter Valley Road was the object 
of several hikes late last fall led by Bobbie Emery. The trail will be 
laid out once the property is surveyed, boundaries marked, and 
the natural resource management plan completed, all of which are 
ongoing projects in the coming year. 
 The Carriage House at the entrance to the Carey Pasture 
is being renovated, including an Americans with Disabilities Act 
compliant bathroom, thanks to the generosity of Metro Realty. We 
hope to complete work this summer and to have a grand opening 
celebration later in the year.
 To all of you who support the Land Trust, thank you for sharing 
the responsibility to save the land!

~Richard Kramer

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Thanks To 
generous donors, 

our “adopT-a-
parcel” program has 
been a greaT success. 
IT has enabled us To 

fund many of The 
sTewardshIp goals 

for our properTIes 
ThIs year. 
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Diamond Glen (continued from page 1)

 The Brownsons were the forerunners of a dynasty of millers 
which lasted more than 200 years.  They probably had previous 
milling experience, as early Hartford records show that a Bronson 
was granted a valuable mill privilege on the Hog River (Little River) 
in Hartford in about 1639.  A decade later, John Brownson came 
to Farmington, became a major landowner, served on a grand jury, 
and was one of the seven “pillars” who founded the Congregational 
Church. Richard arrived a few years later and both brothers produced 
large families.
 Their land in Farmington was bordered by Hatter’s Lane, 
Colton Street (“the Road to the Olde Mill”) and the Town Path (now 
Main Street).  We do not know for sure what type of mill(s) they 
operated initially, but new settlements needed lumber and flour so 
milling commonly began with a gristmill and a sawmill.   
 The Brownsons sold their first mill to Stephen Hart in 1650, 
though there may have already been other mills in the Glen.  The 
Harts also operated a larger gristmill on the Farmington River.  For 
a few years the Diamond Glen mills were not the only ones in 
Farmington, and they may have been used irregularly, since they were 
later described as decrepit. 
 The Brownsons stand at the head of a large descendancy of 
millers.  Our story shows that millers begat millers and married into 
milling families.  In an age when apprenticeship and family tradition 
were the routes into medicine, law, and skilled trades, it was natural 
that milling should also run in families.  Milling was a respected role 
in the early settlements, providing a good income, social standing 
and political influence. Leading families allied through marriage and 
occupation.  These included Hopkinses, Websters, Judds, Lewises 
and Ensigns.

Industry in the Glen Matures
In the late 1700s, small industries were increasing in Farmington. 
Mills and water power were needed. Those with capital expanded 
their holdings and employment.  A prime example of this was 

Stephen Brownson, a descendant of the Kensington branch of the 
family, who lived on Colton Street (“Back Lane”) and owned a dye 
works in the 1780s.  He was weaving cotton, linen and wool and 
employed 50 people.  It seems likely that he was involved with the 
mills of Diamond Glen. Sadly, he came on hard times through over 
expansion and was bankrupt by about 1806.
 A smithy and a carding mill may have also existed in or near the 
Glen, which became a little industrial area. The home and dye works 
of one Moorehead stood below Moorehead’s Ledge to the north — 
but the house and its well have been gone for many years. 
 The Glen was romanticized and given its present name by the 
girls of Miss Porter’s School, who went there on hikes led by their 
principal. In the 19th century the lovely Glen was also favored by 
landscape artists who congregated in Farmington.  
        
Preserving the Glen
We must also tell of the Glen’s preservation. The Glen was 
threatened with desecration when the automotive age led to a 1936 
proposal to run Route 6 across from Route 4 through Hill-Stead land, 
the Glen, the wetland of Porter’s Swamp and the conserved land of 
Shade Swamp.  
 However, planners at the State Highway Department soon found 
themselves confronted by two strong-willed Farmington women who 
brought suit. Theodate Pope Riddle and Ottilie Dickinson Mason 
both had strong ties to the land under threat — Riddle as owner of 
the Hill-Stead and Mason as the widow of the remarkable Henry Hall 
Mason, architect and naturalist, who had bought nine acres of the 
Glen in 1906. They enlisted Attorney Anson T. McCook, who had 
just won a similar suit against the Department. The ladies prevailed, 
and Route 6 was moved to its present path.    
 In 1967 the Highway Department floated a new plan to run a 
connector road through Diamond Glen and down through wetlands 
to connect with Route 6. This plan would have required destruction 
of many East Farms and Dorset Lane homes, so townspeople opposed 
the plan and it was abandoned. The Mason family was very much 
part of this confrontation. They had lived and farmed for many years 
on land above and below the Glen; they loved the rugged forested 
slopes, wildlife and mill ruins and refused to see them sacrificed to 
the automobile.  
 In 1975 the Farmington Land Trust approached the Masons to 
seek a sure means of protecting Diamond Glen.  As a result the “Still 
House” (a small red house located on the street above the Glen and 
still bearing a sign that attested to its role in the production of strong 
spirits) and nine acres were bought by Paul Mason Ingram in 1976, 
who later placed a conservation easement on the land, which was 
acquired by the Land Trust in 2001.
 Now the Land Trust is adding to the protected area with the 
acquisition of 1.33 acres of Connecticut Water Company land, 
where Diamond Glen Road intersects with Reservoir Road. This 
small parcel was once part of the pipeline route from the Wadsworth 
Reservoir down through the Glen to the village below.
 Diamond Glen will be preserved entirely and in perpetuity. This 
lovely wild and historic land is a monument not only to Farmington’s 
industrial past, but to the many citizens of Farmington who cared 
enough to protect it. 

The ruins of old millpond dams and other remnants of Farmington’s 
early industries are easily seen in Diamond Glen.
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 The Land Trust owns or stewards nearly 70 parcels, some 
open to the public, some not. But on those properties, a number 
of trails lead to the kind of picturesque prospects that bring joy 
to the hearts of generations of hikers, artists, photographers, and 
landscape aficionados. Here are my five favorites.

Will Warren’s Den
This walk begins off Route 6, but you rapidly leave the roadway’s 
sounds behind and plunge into open woodlands. The narrow 
pathway is part of the Metacomet Trail and is so well-blazed that 
getting lost would be a challenge. The route snakes across the 
shoulders of Rattlesnake Mountain and leads up into and out of 
a few small but appealing valleys on its way to the hilltop’s rocky 
spine. Along the way are many microclimates, which shelter some 
unusual plants. Lady Slippers anyone? Once on the brow of the 
mountain, the trail continues and is easy enough to follow but 
requires a bit of not-too-difficult scrambling across the occasional 
outcrop of boulders. Some of the rocky cliffs on Rattlesnake lure 
climbers who challenge themselves bouldering up and down its 
stony faces. 
 At about 1.2 miles in, the trail passes Will Warren’s Den, 
home to one of the most storied hermits ever. Farmington’s 
man in the woods disappeared from polite society after his 
failure to attend church led to a row that included flogging and 
an attempt to torch the town. Legend says he was chased into 
the mountains and hidden in a cave by some native American 
women. He was rarely seen afterward, though he reportedly raided 
the village for vittles whenever need forced his hand. He lived 
in a big jumble of enormous boulders scatter across a buttress 
of Rattlesnake Mountain not far from the sky-piercing needles 
of the radiowave towers that imbue the mountains with a spiky 
emblem of modernity. Charming though the den’s rusticity may 
be, and storied as its one-time resident may be, Will Warren’s 
rocky redoubt is not the destination we seek on this part of the 
Metacomet Trail, it is just a way station. 
 Our goal lies just a few minutes further along the trail, where 
the Rattlesnake Cliffs open onto a panorama of hills and highways. 
The bare rock underfoot was formed hundreds of millions of years 
ago when the continent of North America tore away from Europe 
and Africa. Form this prehistoric perch, roughly 500 feet above the 
valley floor, the distant roads and buildings, while hardly bucolic, 
look like miniatures in some movie set. The swath of hilltops, the 
swamp below, the rip of the wind, and the sun raking across the 
scene make this a destination well 
worth the walk.

Mountain Spring Nature Trail
Another top destination, so to speak, 
for the kinds of spectacular, scenery 
gobbling views possible only from 
the summits of the area’s ridges and 
weather worn peaks, is the Mountain 
Spring Nature Trail. It begins just off 
Mountain Spring Road, at an old 

garage currently being restored for use as a sort of staging area for 
the Land Trust. Park there and follow the southern edge of the 
wet sloping field that comprises the Carey and Barney pastures, to 
pause at a birdwatching blind built by Farmington resident Chris 
Moreno, who earned his Eagle Scout rank through completing the 
project. From there, double back on the north side of the wetland, 
and veer right, following blazes that lead into a shady forest of 
mixed hardwoods liberally dappled with hemlocks. The trail 
switchbacks as it snakes up toward the summit of Talcott Ridge. 
Up top, though you are only a bit more than 150 feet above the 
trail’s starting point, it feels as if you are on top of the world, with 
views sweeping across the Farmington Valley, and on towards 
distant hills rippling across the horizon.

Canal Aqueduct
This short, mostly level route begins in a marked parking area off 
Route 10 just south of the Avon town line. In a minute or two, you 
are walking along the former towpath bordering the Farmington 
Canal, a local colossus of determination and engineering that for a 
brief window of time, served as a primary artery of trade between 
New Haven and Northampton, MA. One of the greatest feats of 
engineering ever attempted in New England, the canal, inspired 
by the Erie Canal, was completed in 1835 after a decade of digging 
with shovels, picks, and wheelbarrows. One of the canal’s great 

landmarks was the aqueduct spanning 
the Farmington River, where canal boats 
floated across the Farmington on an aerial 
waterway 50 feet above the river.  The 
aqueduct was no doubt a thing of beauty 
in its day, but the intervening years have 
not been kind to it, with the final indignity 
being its demolition following the flood 
of ’55. Today the site of the aqueduct is 
evident by the heaps of cut stones, now 
green with moss, that lie scattered like 

FLT Views (continued from page 1)

The view from the top of the Mountain Spring Nature Trail is 
best in late afternoon.

The farmIngTon’s new course 
made IT one of The few rIvers 
In The world ThaT flows easT, 
wesT, norTh, and souTh, and 

IT creaTes a sIgnIfIcanT bend In 
The rIver hereabouTs, whIch Is 
why The area was once known 
as TunxIs sepus, The bend In 

The lITTle rIver.
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tombstones near the river’s edge, not far from 
a cut stone face that marked one end of the old 
aqueduct. 
 Here, scarcely a ten-minute walk from the 
parking area, the trail descends to the river. Amid 
the fallen stones, a pastoral, tree-framed view opens 
wide to a graceful stretch of the Farmington River, 
which flows gently northward under a soft blue, 
cloud-dotted sky. It’s an especially symbolic spot 
to contemplate the peace of the outdoors and the 
folly of humankind’s effort to establish dominion 
over nature.

Cowles Parcel
This choice vest pocket property off Meadow Road 
not only offers a view of a site once considered to 
have spiritual connections for the Tunxis Indians, 
it also offers something of a walk through history. 
 We can start back 10,000 years ago, when 
the surging glaciers of the Ice Age created a large 
stony berm just south of there. As those glaciers melted, the debris left 
behind served effectively as a dam for the southbound Farmington 
River. Its waters backed up to form an enormous lake, eventually 
breaking through the traprock ridge that bisects Connecticut at 
Tariffville, from where the river continues on its way to join the 
Connecticut River. The Farmington’s new course made it one of the 
few rivers in the world that flows east, west, north, and south, and it 
creates a significant bend in the river hereabouts, which is why the 
area was once known as Tunxis Sepus, the bend in the little river. At 
that bend, the Farmington is joined by the slowly moving Pequabuck. 
 That confluence was considered a sacred spot by the Tunxis 
Indians who lived here for centuries before selling a 165-square- 
mile swath of their homeland to create the Plantation of Tunxis, 
which was soon populated by land-hungry settlers from Hartford, 
Wethersfield, and Windsor. Just downstream, in a spot known as 
Indian Neck, even after that initial sale (which to the Indian’s view 
was a sale for rights to use the land rather than to own it outright) 
the Tunxis continued to pitch their wigwams, tend their crops, fish 
for salmon and shad, hunt deer, and, in what we now call Riverside 
Cemetery, bury their dead. So it was a spot that to them, was rich 
with significance.  
 Along the way, the trail passes a mighty sycamore tree, a towering 
presence whose mottled bark is beauteous to behold. It may have 
been the very tree Farmington artist Robert Brandegee painted in one 
of his better known canvases, “Bend in the Pequabuck.” Brandegee 
was once the art teacher at Miss Porter’s (from 1880 to 1893), a 
founder of the Society of American Artists, and an active member of 
a fledgling art colony which led to the town being nicknamed, for a 
time, as the Barbizon of America, a reference to the French mecca for 
landscape and nature painters.
 Today, a walker on the Nancy Conklin Trail threads through 
the Cowles Parcel and on to the river confluence, passing through 
the shadow of history to a muddy little sandbar formed where the 
Farmington and the Pequabuck meet to gaze upon the turning river 
and the unceasing flow of time. If you’re in a meditative mood, it’s a 
fine spot indeed.  

Back in the day, when the canal aqueducts rose like skyscrapers, 
the river bank was a popular spot of outings and picnics.

Today, the fallen, mossy covered blocks of the canal’s one time 
colossus, decorate the river bank like scattered toys. It is still a 
good place for a picnic, or to contemplate the passage of time.

Douglas Mount Fishing Pier
As one who never tires of water views, there’s another good spot for 
the view quester exploring the Farmington Land Trust’s properties. 
This one’s in Unionville, and is accessible for all. It’s located on the 
south bank of the Farmington river. A mere 50 yards down a pack 
gravel paths brings you to Douglas Mount Fishing Pier, where views 
unfold of a picturesque bend in the Farmington River and of Goat 
Island, midway across the river, just upstream.
 As its name implies, the pier was built for fishermen and the 
whole walkway and fishing spot were designed for use by anyone with 
a disability, so it is wheelchair friendly. This is the place to drink in 
the views.
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR BRUCE EDGREN

Our Event-full Summer!

As I’ve said on a couple of occasions, our 
   watchword at the Farmington Land 

Trust is engagement. Organizations like 
the Land Trust need to be relevant to our 
members and express ongoing value to our 
supporters. In our last-ditch appeal to acquire 
new and yet-to-return members, we want 
to demonstrate our commitment to both 
securing open space and providing programs that address the needs 
of our community. 
 In his column, FLT President Richard Kramer highlights 
the excitement around the acquisition of an important piece of 
the colonial mill site along Hatters Lane. Along with the recent 
acquisition of the Clatter Valley Road parcel and re-designation of 
seven parcels as the Mountain Spring Nature Trail — complete with 
new signage and a carriage house restoration — we have been busy!
Let’s get you busy too!
 We have two new series this summer. One occurs on the first 
Friday of each month and features an early morning nature hike 
with Diane Tucker. You will come away from the experience with 
new knowledge and renewed appreciation of your backyard. The 
second Sunday of each month Sarah Wadsworth leads us in a 

beginner-to-experienced outdoor yoga class on our Stedman parcel 
across from the Farmington Bank on Main Street. We meet at 
9:00 a.m., weather permitting.
 By this printing we will have had our CT Walk Day event 
at Shade Swamp. Winners of the Canoe Cuisine auction will be 
dining al fresco along the Farmington River in late June. In August, 
(originally scheduled for July) we’re hosting an exploration of the 
Clatter Valley Road parcel with Farmington High’s Jeremy Pilver 
and state archeologist Brian Jones. Watch our website for the exact 
date. 
 On August 26th we will have an event on the new Mountain 
Spring Nature Trail hosted by Diane Tucker — What Lies Beneath. 
On September 15th we will host the Birds of Prey at West District 
Nature Preserve. This event always draws a large crowd.
 Don’t forget the September 27th Fall Fundraiser — 
Real2Reel, featuring the award-winning nature videos from our 
Farmington residents aged 12 to 18 years. The event will be at 
Farmington Gardens. Make sure your membership is up to date to 
qualify for discounted tickets.
 So that’s the summer — FLT style. Watch your emails or check 
the website for dates and times. And don’t forget to renew your 
membership!

I’ve lived in Farmington for almost 20 years. I have 2 boys, ages 
9 and 14. I am a landscape designer and I own and manage two 
businesses in town. Thyme to Plant is my 
landscape design business and I also have 
a mobile farmer’s market on a 1954 Chevy 
called Farmington Farm Truck. As you may 
guess, my favorite thing to do is garden and 
enjoy the outdoors. I also love to cook, take 
walks by the river and play volleyball from 
time to time.
 
How did you first become involved with the Farmington 
Land Trust?
I first became involved with the Land Trust as a member 10 
years ago or so. I value open space and the preservation of land 
and I wanted to get involved and do what I could to help keep 
Farmington as beautiful as it is. 
 I’ve enjoyed some events from time to time, including 
butterfly walks with my children, wildflower walks, birding, 
snowshoeing and most recently a unique golf cart tour of the 
Tunxis Plantation tree specimens. I became very involved with the 
fundraiser event on the Bushley Farm a couple of years ago and 
that led to my joining the board this year.
 
What made you decide to join the Board of Directors?
I was honored to be asked to be part of the board. I hope to help 
spread the word about all the wonderful things the Land Trust 
does and encourage more people to become members and to enjoy 
the events, especially more families and children.

What part of the Land Trust’s mission — education, 
stewardship, acquisition — is most interesting to you and 
why?
That’s a tough one… I am torn between education and 
stewardship. The properties need to be cared for and preserved 
so that people can enjoy them and that, in turn, might encourage 
them to become more educated about the value of open space and 
all that it has to offer.
 
Is there anything specific you hope to accomplish during 
your term?
I’d like to help FLT grow on social media and to become more 
visible to the community. I also am a believer in promoting what 
other local land trusts and organizations are doing so that we raise 
awareness and protect the land in a collaborative way.

How do you think the FLT could use social media to reach 
out more effectively to the community?
FLT can reach out to so many more people and groups using social 
media. From events to issues to fundraising, there is a virtually 
unlimited audience on social media. The potential to grow 
the organization is huge. I would like to also encourage people 
that already know and follow the Land Trust on Facebook and 
Instagram to share what they like with their Facebook friends and 
invite family and friends to like our pages so that they can also 
enjoy the benefits of FLT. 

New Member of the FLT Board of Directors: Jennifer Villa
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Winners of the Land Trust’s Real2Reel 
Video Contest Will Be Feted at 
Annual Fund-Raising Dinner

A raffle for Tickets to “Hamilton”, a chance to win one of two 
“Mystery Boxes” valued at more than $500, good food, cocktails 
and friends. As if there weren’t already enough reasons to attend the 
Farmington Land Trust’s annual fund-raising dinner Thursday Sept. 27 
at Farmington Gardens, this year we will be premiering the winning 
entires of the Farmington Land Trust’s Real2Reel Film Festival and 
award the videomakers.
 The competition is for Farmington students aged 12-18 and is 
intended to challenge young video artists to produce short (maximum 
three minute) videos that encourage viewers to go outdoors to 
celebrate the diversity of landscapes and the beauty of nature in the 
Farmington Valley. Videos must be shot primarily in the Farmington 
Valley and must include at least one scene from a Farmington Land 
Trust property. Winners in each of three categories will receive a $500 
award, with an additional best in show award of $250. Entries were 
evaluated based on creativity, originality, and craftsmanship. 
 Entrants include eye-popping drone videos, a sophisticated piece 
including student actors and a carefully thought-out narrative, videos 
shot solely on a smartphone, and a number of visually poetic paeans 
to the beauty of our local landscapes. Some of the entries also feature 
musical soundtracks created and performed by the videographer.  

 Later in the fall, we will be hosting, along with Real Art Ways, 
a Real2Reel Film Festival which will screen all the contest’s entries. 
Come see the show Saturday, November 3, at 11 a.m. at Real 
Art Ways, 56 Arbor Street in Hartford’s West End. For more 
information on any of our events, call 860.674.8545 or email us 
at ed.farmingtonlandtrust@gmail.com.

Farmington as seen from above in this video entry by Rashendra 
Pinto, which was shot entirely using a drone.

Make Sustainability and Perpetuity Part of Your Legacy
Preserving Farmington’s open space is a goal we all share. Our 
challenge is to assure sustainability for the long term as well as 
to fund short-term projects. In the short term the Farmington 
Land Trust has been fortunate. With our recent Adopt-a-Parcel 
program, five contributors have sponsored the maintenance 
of select properties for a period of three years, but we have an 
additional 50 parcels that also require regular maintenance. And 
there are many other underfunded short- and long-term projects 
to consider, such as an educational center for the Land Trust and 
an environmental curriculum for Farmington schools.
        You can help. Gifts and bequests of all sizes make a 
difference. You can make a charitable gift right now or you can 
provide for the Farmington Land Trust in your estate planning. 
Gifts can be cash, securities, and legacy gifts. A charitable bequest 
is deductible for federal estate tax purposes with no limit on the 
amount of the deduction and charitable bequests in your will or 
estate plans are generally not subject to state inheritance or estate 
taxes. 
        If open space in Farmington is a concern of yours, please 
consider securing a piece of perpetuity with a legacy gift.

-Nina Hayes

FLT properties such as the Cowles Parcel require ongoing 
stewardship to sustain their beauty and usefulness.
Please consider participating in our Adopt-a-Parcel program.
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First Fridays with Diane
Monthly early morning nature 
walks hosted by FLT naturalist 
Diane Tucker through September
Every nature outing has the potential for 
uncovering marvels. Each of our open spaces 
has endless potential. FLT’s naturalist Diane 
Tucker will pick a location she thinks likely 
to yield exiting ephemeral discoveries such as birds, spring peepers, 
or emerging wildflowers. We will take walks on different Land Trust 
properties hoping to see our quarry. Every walk is different, the 
possibilities unlimited. We’ll visit someplace new each month. Watch 
our website. 

Yoga on Main 
Second Sundays through September at 9 a.m. 
Main Street across from the Farmington Bank
Guided yoga sessions offer something for everyone from beginner 
to devotee. Be sure to bring a pad or blanket to spread  on the 
grass.  

K E E P  C O M I N G  B A C K 
to our once-a-month, 
warm-weather outdoor activities. 

For more information on any of our events, call 860.674.8545, 
email us at ed.farmingtonlandtrust@gmail.com or visit www.farmingtonlandtrust.org

Help Us Dig Up the Past
Who knows what remnants of the past can be found on 
the Lands Trust’s recently acquired Clatter Valley Road 
Parcel.  
 An exploratory archeological dig on the site will be 
conducted by Farmington High School teacher Jeremey 
Pilver along with some of his students. Anyone with an 
interest in helping uncover some the area’s history may 
join our efforts this August.  

Native Bird Demo
September 15 at 1:00 p.m. at the West District Nature 
Preserve, Mary-Beth Kaeser from Horizon Wings will return 
to introduce us to birds of prey native to our area.

SAVE THE DATE: 
Real2Reel Film Festival
Preserving Our Legacy
Thursday, Sept 27, 5:30–9 • Farmington Gardens 
Join us for cocktails, dinner, and the premier showing of 
the winners of our Real2Reel video making contest for kids 
12-18, followed by awards presentation. Visit our website for 
details. www.farmingtonlandtrust.org 


